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informed Finland that it feels itself under no legal obligation
to recognize the Finnish claim to interest itself in the situation
of the Finns in Karelia and Ingermanland; so that this question
has become more than anything a purely legal dispute. Are the
assurances of 1920 still legally existent? The decision on this
point, now that both states are members of the League, lies—
assuming Finland takes the initiative—solely in the hands of
the League of Nations.
I am anxious to emphasize once more that the raising of
the question of help for the Finns who are perishing in the
Soviet Union cannot, in view of the Dorpat assurances given
in the Dorpat Treaty, or, indeed, on general grounds, be
regarded as an act of political unfriendliness against the Soviet
Union. No one can prevent the Finnish people, hardened by
long struggles for freedom, from publicly taking up the cause
of its perishing kinsmen in Ingermanland and Karelia—the
cradle of the mythical Finnish heroes—through relief action
of a purely humanitarian nature approved by the League of
Nations.1
The only exception to the general rule has been Sweden,
which, in a manner that might serve as a model for other
states, has succeeded in rescuing its kinsmen living in the
Soviet Union. Through negotiations with Moscow, Sweden
was able to secure permission to return to Sweden, or to
emigrate elsewhere, for the whole population of the Swedish
settlement in South Russia, conducted by its evangelical pastors*
And even if some of the repatriated persons, as a result of
Communist impressions received in Russia, later caused their
motherland some difficulties, the Swedish people has the
satisfaction of feeling that its kinsmen in Russia were rescued
1 It may be recalled that the Association of German National Groups
in Europe urged, as long as two years ago, that it was both the right and the
duty of the German Reich to urge that Germans in Russia should be allowed
to leave the country on the strength of the assurances given them fljany
years before (e.g. to the Volga Germans in the decree of the Empress
Catherine II in 1776).

